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From the editor

Welcome to your last An Hes. Well it will be
the last if you haven't renewed your associa-
tion membership. So to continue receiving
BBKA News, Bee Diseases Insurance, Third
Party Insurance as well as An Hes, renew
now.

The season is almost upon us, but not quite.
The last week has been one of Siberian
blasts, or at least what passes for cold wind
in soft and feeble Cornwall. My bees have
been mostly cowering indoors, but any calm
sunny day brings them out in force. So now
really is the time to get organised for spring,
clean the spare hive bits and order what you
will need for the bumper harvest ahead.

With this in mind, try to come to our start the
season bring and buy sale. Its a great ex-
cuse to clear the shed out and swap your
junk for someone else's. Or perhaps find a
new home for your surplus but otherwise
serviceable equipment.

Before that we have the Exotic Pest update
with Rodger. Rodger has seen the future and
it involves lots of unpleasant creepy crawlies
from abroad. Come to find out what they look
like and how to squash them!

| must go now a write a cheque for my mem-
bership renewal.

Tim Batten

trbatten@tiscali.co.uk

Future Programme

Sunday 13th April - Disease inspec-

tion with Sue H

Sunday 18th May - Swarm control
with Rodger and Rosewarne

Tues - Sat 3rd - 7th June - Man the
stand at the Royal Cornwall Show

Sunday 22nd June - Bee Safari with
Sue Hoult

Y Bees bringing in pollen on a cold and clear January 29th

Forthcoming Meetings

Monday 25th February at Feadon
Small Hive Beetle and exotic pest updates with
Rodger Dewhurst
Find out what the future has in store

Monday 17th March at Feadon
Social - Set the season alight!
t at Timds apiary
Raffle plus bring and buy sale plus candle making with James

Kilty. Clear out your shed or maybe snap up a bargain at the
bring and buy sale.

James will be on hand to teach candle making so we can all
have a go. Please note there will be a small charge for the
materials used.




and during the housing of said nucleus |
received my first sting., so that was a bap-
tism of fire! And then one colony became
two, then four, and so on!

C o r n eimcluded in the winter or summer pro-
gramme, please tell me or a member of the
committee.

Secretaryéos
| thought it would be a good idea to keep the
members informed about what their commit-

tee gets up to and yes, we do keep minutes.
We have met twice since the last AGM; once
before Christmas mainly to decide on how |
as WCBKA delegate to the BBKA Annual
Delegates Meeting held in early January,
should vote to represent the views of the
Association. | believe that a report on the
meeting will be printed in BBKA News. The
Hot Topic was the lack of confidence in DE-
FRA and the
fund bee research sufficiently, despite its
agreement with the BBKA that bees will con-
tribute £800 million to the economy through
pollination over the next 5 years and that £8
million is needed for research over the same
period, without which it is feared that bees
may die out within 10 years. There is to be a
move to Otake on
spring, when the BBKA will be asking mem-
bers to lobby their MP and other politicians.
At the second meeting we discussed,
amongst other thi
the site will be sold this year. We can proba-
bly use it for the rest of our winter pro-
gramme and MAY be able to use one of the
new class rooms at Rosewarne next autumn.
A home will have to be found for the library
for the summer.

As we mentioned at the AGM, we are not
having a Bit of a Do this year as it was very
poorly supported in 2007 even by our own
members and we felt that maybe the format
is no longer appropriate. Instead, for this
year we hope to do a couple of mini-shows,
perhaps Stithians Show and West Cornwall
Spring Show as well as Royal Cornwall.
Graham Fellows will help with coordinating
things and we will be looking for volunteers
to man the stand.
need to be an expert, whatever that is. En-
thusiasm for bees and beekeeping is all that
is necessary.

| hope you receive your programme card
with this mailing. We start thinking about the
programme of events a year or so in ad-
vance, so if there is anything you would like

government 6s
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As | think that mutual support and encour-
agement is an essential ingredient of a thriv-
ing association, | would still like to establish a
mentoring system, where new members can
be put in touch with more experienced bee-
keepers in their locality for practical help and
advice. Please contact me if you would like
to participate.

unwi | 1
Finally, this will be your last An Hes unless
you have renewed your subscription with our
treasurer Jon-Barry. Just checking that you
have read this through to the end!

Anne McQuade 01326 373749
annemcquade@btinternet.com
government o6 in

Member of the Montenny Lewis
talks to Gill Embley

i fe after
Gill moved to Cornwall in 1983 and lives with

her hushand John in Townshend, near
Hayle. She has just retired from her job as
theatre nurse, and although they keep trying
to lure her back, she now devotes her time to
her 2 grandchildren, her bees and golf.

Q:How did you come to keep bees?

A: It was in 1994, when John was working as
area manager for British Rail. One of his jobs
was to check signal boxes. In those days
signalmen were not allowed to watch televi-
sion, but they could take books to work. One
of the men had been a bee-keeper for 25
years, and one day John picked up a book
about bee-keeping that he was reading, and

o'gs Ifia%:iriatedeg bro@“t@e bogk pomet hi
for me to see, and | was equally entranced.
A little while later our signalman friend told
us that he knew of a WBC for sale, that
someone had bought but whose wife had got
cold feetd would we be interested?

So John brought home our first WBC. Ken
the signal man brought us our first nucleus

A: 20 at the momentd b u t |
ngnes wany; 18 would be a happy number be-
cause | like to watch them and it is time-
consuming.

Then a friend at work heard about the course
that James Kilty was running at Rosewarne,
so we enrolled on that and studied for a year.

Q: How many hives do you have now?

| had a couple of bad years, when | lost 4 out

of 5 colonies over the winter. | nearly gave
up then, but had so much equipment, and
anyway missed not hearing the bees round

t ﬁnqeabout .

Sue Hoult came down to give me some ad-
vice, and found nothing wrong with the

F e a PES sxcepf thatthey were a bit small and

Do you have any Top Tips?

The BBKA website is being redesigned
and one of the features will be a section
"Hints and Tips". This is intended to be a
list of the sort of things you won't find in
books, not a regular feature, and it will
be added to on a regular basis when
new material becomes available. If you
or any of your beekeeping colleagues
have any suitable hints and tips on a
wide variety of beekeeping subjects then
n feasy send them to Roger Patterson
who is co-ordinating the section.

r.patterson@pattersonpressings.co.uk or

3 Hayes Lane, Slinfold, Sussex,
RH13 0SQ.

donot



mailto:r.patterson@pattersonpressings.co.uk

probably had too much space. She advised
me to close them down and feed them-
generally make them more cosy, and that
seemed to work.

children. My daughter is 33 and has never Confirmation of Nosema ceranae in

been stung. So I insist on having bees of England and Wales.
good temperament.

Three hundred and nine samples have now

. Q; How do you achieve that? been tested for the presence of Nosema apis
So last year | started feeding early so that . .
and Nosema ceranae using real-time PCR.
they would be strong for the early flowd but A | breed but | al lised th B _ ,
. . . . - I'breed my own, but | also realised that All positive results were confirmed using
in the event it was beautiful weather and it when | lost all those colonies, it may have ish or th on of th
wasndt necessary, anrtpb héarq | hétmb SR t Oputélsvegarssays ort.edetecnon.otese
. . . partly been due to too much inter-breeding Pathoge?]s usmgereal-tlme PCR with SYBR
bit of equipment 'nlb'sﬁt! WFobreh.lhucky 0 av
. . 50 ['bought some ftallan bees, which are green chemistry (Cox-Foster et al., 2007).
a big garden, so that | can easily collect my inlv b d B
oW SWrms certainly better tempered. Positive results have therefore been con-

firmed using 2 methods both based on the
Q: Whatds the best ghehidn 8 species specific DNA. Of these

| have mostly WBCs but 3 or 4 Nationals as -
samples, 42 tested positive for Nosema spe-

well. | prefer WBCs for our weather condi-

tions down hered even though they are a , . . .
. . put a white sheet down in front of the hive for N. apis (10%), 14 for N. ceranae (4.5%)
pain for moving around. dtio the b it and hth ) ! o '
and tip the bees out onto it, and watch them and 3 (1%) testing positive for both Nosema
go i n. I't doesndt iad  enr i i me
Q: Where do you keep them? . o r‘%ﬁb&es?. NC cerfhé& Vﬁosnm&@ feYe cdn
seen it, | never cease to marvel at how a firmed across seven counties of England
swarm manages to hang there. i i i
A: At the bottom of our 1 acre garden (COr”Yva{' Egsgx, Lincolnshire, Hertfordshire,

Hereford and Worcestershire, Greater Lon-
Q: And the worst bit? don, North Yorkshire) and three in Wales

gGIamlﬁ)r%ar}, Peov(vjs, Dyfed).

well sheltered and | used to have themin a
long row. Then we went to Buckfast and

saw Brother Adamos AhThe%c?stsupseltinatfmedwas%b%&4.or|5 :

sections. So weove ytlear%a{godwherﬁ)thuertra wsasaﬁo#eﬁdous'ﬂor\]/v the S afm'e have b d
way, in 4s, on grav Fl +hefd S ckefoBck ojlt 6 gl.cerr%nae.cmﬁcyons ave een.repor.te ot
orlvy. Iheirames were chocker block, an to show typical signs of Nosema infection.

easier to manage, and John no longer has
difficulty mowing round them. | have noticed
though that those facing South and West,
seem to do better than those pointing North

had to scrape it all off and | threw it away. It Therefore we recommend beekeepers check
was an awful waste gifcolofed fdradult fRelisedded. Gréal € T

ment using the usual veterinary medicine

and East Q: It was your husband who set you off on treatment is effective against Nosema infec-

' this lifed is he involved now? tions in honeybee colonies. It is also impor-

. . tant to treat effectively against Varroa mite
9' Who or what .hai been the main influence A: He still helps with the heavy work in par- infestations.
in you bee-keeping? ticular. And comes to look at anything un-
usual-like the 2 laying queens I had in one ; i
A: If I had to choose any one person, it would colony last summer We_ will CE:W out 7 more dztfi”ed sur\f/eg/ t;)
be Rodger Dewhurst. He helped with the ' estimate the preva ence and impact of bot
. Nosema species across England and Wales.

course and was always there with help and Anv other tios?

. o Q:Any other tips? Samples of DNA extracts from the European
advice. Bees are his life and so he has a . o
wealth of practical knowledge and he is al- foul brood study, imported bees and histori-

A ldokeep records, and | have learnt how cal samples stored in the NBU labs will be
ways eager and keentohelpde ven i f .| (H) n ?(t
o importarit it'is to keep the bees well fed, rescreened
always agree with him! . . N ' . .
which is why | 6ve been giving them c¢
this winter. References:

Q: How has your bee-keeping changed over

the years? ; Foster et al., 2007. A Metagenomic Survey
My 4 year-ol -daught I ; i
, ty y::adr old gran;j daugd er||s a rehadyd of Microbes in Honey Bee Colony Collapse
_ R interested, so maybe one day | can hand on isorder cience DOl 10.1126/
A II ove h u ng the Waw%apl havé %arne%%thetne){;(t genegatibn.n ©  Lience 14648
wet T-shirt over my head in the past, be-
cause my bees were so bad tempered, and | Mike Brown, CSL National Bee Unit, Novem-
di dndt know any better! | would neverbet2®l er at e

that now -especially now that | have grand-



Apis-UK the FREE monthly beekeeping
magazine direct to your computer. Sub-
scribe at beedata.com

Articles from oth
are reproduced courtesy of BEES (Bee Edi-
tors Exchange Scheme)

12.99 so one way or the other you
should be able to get your hands on a

copy.

The recipe used was one of our favour-
ites, beeswax, honey and oatmeal scrub,
with the addition of propolis. Before list-
e ing the pateriale, reraemberovhawds news | et t er s
said regarding safety at the meeting and
ensure you use appropriate protective
gear, especially goggles and gloves.
Soap making involves handling hot caus-
tic materials, so plan ahead with a clear

Environmental Health Follow Upworkspace and use the right gear (see

Are you interested in doing a one
day course leading to the Foundation
Certificate in Food Hygiene ?

Our speaker from Kerrier District
Council Lee Wagland is prepared to
offer to do a course, expected cost

will be about £25.00.

If you can contact me (Rodger) on
01209 842860 or by email rodger-
dewhurst@btinternet.com I will coor-
dinate with Lee.

Small Ads

Further to my ad last month, the
hives have been sold but a full begin-
ners kit of equipment (smoker, hive
tool, veil and gloves etc) is still avail-
able. Contact me for details:

Tim Batten 01209 860926

Soap Recipe

Further to the session on soap making
held in November, here are the details of
the book Karen recommended along
with the recipe used on the night. The
book is :

any soapmaking book for details).
Ingredients:

100z vegetable fat

120z olive oil

100z coconut oil

110z distilled or spring water
50z sodium hydroxide

20z oatmeal (not readybrek)
2 thsp honey

2 tbsp chopped up propolis

Method:

Grease a suitable mould. Place the fat,
oils and beeswax in a stainless steel or
enamel pot over a low heat.

Pour the water into a heavy plastic jug.
Wearing eye and hand protection, add
the sodium hydroxide to the water and
stir until dissolved (unpleasant fumes
will be generated so best do this out-
side). When the oils have melted remove
them from the heat.

Place one sugar thermometer in the oils
and one in the caustic solution. When
both thermometers reach an equal tem-
perature between 120F and 140F, pour
the caustic solution into the oils. Stir oc-
casionally until the mixture reaches trace
(about half an hour).

Sprinkle in the oatmeal and the chopped
up propolis and honey. Pour immediately
into the mould and cover with a towel or

West Cornwall Beekeepers Association
For further information about member-
ship and events contact:

AThe handmabyMelinds o @ feth @t set for 24 hours, by

Cosso I'SBN 1 85 JficiBtimednséap wil be solid and can WCBKA Secretary: Anne McQuade
) _ be cut into blocks if required. Leave for 01326 373747

't 6s available Atleast foll WedksWefore dsing.! I P T @ T aAY HesEdtof! Tim Batten

Jenny may have already obtained a copy
for the association library. The cost is

01209 860926 trbatten@tiscali.co.uk

Tim Batten
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