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From the editor 
 
Spring is here, or at least it is on some days. 
Any healthy colonies should have plenty of 
pollen going in on sunny days and the brood 
nest will be expanding. All good signs but 
remember that even if there is plenty of pol-
len about, nectar sources are still few, so the 
bees will be rapidly consuming stores. Make 
sure they donôt starve as even heavy hives 
will rapidly loose weight in prolonged periods 
of  poor weather. 
 
Try to make it to our first apiary meeting of 
the season at Stithians.  Several of the colo-
nies will probably not have had their first 
inspections, so there will be plenty to see 
and you can help me sort out all the brace 
comb in the hive on the right. For those who 
may not have had any disease inspections 
carried out on their bees it will be good op-
portunity to see what happens and what a 
bee inspector will be looking for. See you 
there. 
-- 
Tim Batten  
trbatten@tiscali.co.uk 
 
 
 

 

Forthcoming Meeting 
 

Sunday 13th April at 2.30 pm 
 
 

Disease inspection with Sue Hoult at Timõs apiary at 
Stithians 

 

 

Come along and see what our seasonal bee inspector looks 
for when checking for disease. 

 
Directions: 
From Stithians village, take the road towards Redruth, following the road past the 
church. Keep going past the blue chapel and through the hamlet of Goonlaze. After 
Goonlaze the road rises up a gentle slope; at the top of this slope turn right down an 
unsurfaced lane towards Tresevern Farm. After 200m turn right down a smaller lane - 
Timôs house is straight ahead. 
 
From the Golden Lion Pub / Watersports centre. Head north across the causeway. As 
you approach the Hamlet of Penhalvean, take the turning to the right signposted to 
Stithians. Follow this road for about half a mile; you will see the lake to your right 
through a chain link fence. The road turns left as it leaves the lake, 200m later turn left 
down the lane to Tresevern Farm and continue as above. 
 
Alternatively, enter TR3 7AT into one of the online map things. 

ƴ March 25th and almost all of the candy has been eaten 

 

Future Programme 
 

Sunday 13th April - Disease inspec-
tion with Sue Hoult at Timõs apiary 
 
Sunday 18th May - Swarm control 
with Rodger and Rosewarne 
 
Tues - Sat  3rd - 7th June - Man the 
stand at the Royal Cornwall Show 
 
Sunday 22nd June - Bee Safari with 
Sue Hoult 
 



Secretaryôs Corner 

As part of our plan to promote WCBKA at a 

small number of shows this year, Dave took 

our new mini-stand to the West Cornwall 

Spring Show at Penzance on 8th March, 

where it was well received and attracted 

considerable interest both in WCBKA and 

the Rosewarne course. 

 

The Royal Cornwall Show will be on Thurs-

day, Friday and Saturday 5th, 6th and 7th 

June, which is our main showcase event of 

this year. We need volunteers to man the 

stand on those days and to help with setting 

up on the Wednesday as well. Please con-

tact me with your offers of help! I know that 

some members go to the show anyway, so 

why donôt you offer a couple of hours to your 

association éand get in free? 

I have a limited number of schedules for the 

Royal Cornwall Show. Mrs Sleeman who 

organises the beekeeping section and the 

honey tent is very keen, in fact desperate to 

have some entries from WCBKA. Please 

contact me for a schedule; closing date for 

entries is 1st May. 

 

We should all receive a Membersô List with 

this mailing of An Hes so we can, at least, 

know who our neighbours are. Please check 

that your details are correct and contact 

Dave if they are not! Once again, if anyone 

wants a buddy, please contact me. 

 

There were two particularly pertinent items in 

the February BBKA News which all members 

should have received. Firstly, the article on 

page 13 about Defraôs inadequate funding 

for bee research is well worth reading and 

the BBKA will be asking us all to write to our 

MP, Lord Rooker the Minister for Sustainable 

Farming, Food and Animal Welfare (to give 

him his full title), the Prime Minister and the 

Chancellor. The campaign for a ósubstantial 

increase in expenditureô will be launched 

formally with the publication of the April 

BBKA News which will contain full details, so 

look out for that and do your bit. Also, the 

BBKA has emailed all association secretar-

ies asking associations to consider donating 

say Ã100 towards a ófighting fund.ô This will 

be discussed at our next committee meeting 

on 14th April, so I would welcome your views 

about this before that date. 

 

The other subject which attracted my atten-

tion was on pages 2 and 16 relating to the 

food hygiene regulations, especially coming 

so soon after our talk in January by Kerrier 

Council Trading Standards Officer, Lee 

Wagland on that very subject, when he ad-

vised that even as small producers, we 

should register with our council. I confess 

that I was not persuaded by him of that need 

and it is now clear that there is inconsistency 

and uncertainty in the interpretation of the 

registration requirements. The BBKA is seek-

ing clarification from Defra and the Food 

Standards Agency. 

 

Our last winter meeting on 17th March was 

well attended, and we all had an opportunity 

to make both moulded and rolled foundation 

candles, tutored by James. Thank you 

James. Various bits of kit changed hands 

hopefully to the satisfaction of both vendors 

and purchasers and we restored our old 

tradition of a having a raffle, which is a good 

source of income for the association; £15 

was raised. 

 

Lastly and on a lighter note, there was a 

snippet in the recent Beecraft Beemail and I 

quote: 

 

 óA bear in Macedonia has a criminal record 

after a court found it guilty of theft and crimi-

nal damage.The bear was convicted earlier 

this month (in its absence) of repeatedly 

raiding Zoran Kiseloskiôs beehives, despite 

him rigging up lights and loud music to deter 

it. The exasperated beekeeper brought the 

case in order to claim compensation-and as 

the bear has no income and is a protected 

species, the court ordered the state to pay 

the 140,000 denars (£1,725) damage it 

caused.ô 

 -- 

 Anne McQuade  01326 373749  

 annemcquade@btinternet.com 

 

Member of the Month - Jenny Lewis 

talks to Rodger Dewhurst 

Rodger lives with his wife Carol, not a million 

miles from the sea at Portreath. He has been 

involved in running the bee-keeping course 

for beginners for the past 11 years, and is 

manager of the association apiary at Rose-

warne.  The prize-winning honey stall which 

Rodger and Carol take round to county mar-

kets maybe a reflection of Rodgerôs early 

theatrical leanings. 
  
Q: What made you start beekeeping? 

A: Cricket. 
 

 Q:  ??? 

A: I was 12 and playing cricket at school 

when I was hit on the head by a ball. My 

father had to come and pick me up to take 

me to hospital to have my head x-rayed. He 

was on his way to an auction of beekeeping 

equipment, so I had to go along with him.... 
 

Q: So your father already kept bees? 

A: No, he liked honey, and my mother had 

said- ñIf you like it so much, why  donôt  you 

get your own bees?ò So I suppose it was my 

mother as well as cricket....We arrived on the 

Lizard where an old squatter had passed on. 

It was his hives that were being auctioned. I 

had never seen honey-bees before, but 

when I looked inside and under the hessian 

sack that covered the hive, I got That 

Smellðand I was hooked. We bought the 

hive, complete with bees, for £3.46, and took 

it home in the back of the car. 
 

Q: How did you know what to do with them? 

A: We joined the WCBKA, and Dad was in 

contact with people like Ken Gilmour, Willy 

Angove and Ray Ripley. In those days, be-

fore varroa, it was a friendly informal club, 

and we used to go round each othersô apiar-

ies and learn from each other.  It also re-

flected my beliefs that you needed to be 

involved with the fundamentals of life. Having 

been offered career advice I had said you 

needed to be involved with agriculture or 

building. That way you would always have 

skills to trade; so at school I was the boy who 

kept bees and sold honey to teachersé.. 



 

 Q: What made you carry on with your bee-

keeping? 

A: Why not? Whilst I was away studying for 

my first degree Dad brought me up a hive to 

my house. Down the road was a chap with a 

large walled garden of approx 1 acre and he 

was happy to let me keep my bees there to 

help with pollination. Then I had a site about 

15 miles away on the moors at about 1000 

feet. 
 

It kept me in contact with nature. It gave me 

a practical insight to understand more about 

bio-diversity. Look at all the different colour 

pollens and you realise just how important 

bees are. 
 

In the mid 80ôs the bees saved me by teach-

ing me that you should just get on with life, 

and donôt make problems into problems that 

hold you back. But in ó84 ,around Easter in  

early April, when I went to look at my bees, 

they were bursting at the seams , and I real-

ised that they were just getting on with life 

and not making problems for themselves. I 

stood between them and their potential;  they 

needed more space! So off I went and 

knocked up another 4 hives for them and 

they thrived. 
 

I did get a job in óplanningô-before finally 

moving back to the county in the early ó90sé

planning should be a lot like beekeeping- 

helping the community maximise their poten-

tial. Still ,you never know, that message may 

get through one day down here. 
 

Q: What hives do you have now? 

A: Mainly Nationals, because they are con-

venient, and also WBCs-because I like them-

both aesthetically and because they are 

good for the damp conditions we have down 

here. 
 

Q: Where do you keep them? 

A: All in out-apiaries; various estate gardens 

and orchards. I have to drive a fair old way to 

get around them all. 
 

Q: Who or what has influenced you? 

A: I never really had a mentor, but respected 

all those West Cornwall beekeepers in those 

early days. Oh, and Wedmoreôs bookéLater 

on, James for his encouragement ,plus the 

best teachers of all - the bees themselvesð

by respecting them and observing. They 

teach us. 

 

Q: What about varroa and your research 

project? 

A:  Varroa treatment is necessary in the 

short term, until we find a decent way of 

coming at it from the beesô perspective. By 

resorting to chemical/technical means, weôve 

weakened them and admitted defeat. But we 

should not give up on them when we are not 

here- and that may happen- The bees will 

still need to be around, so their ability to deal 

with the pests and disease themselves is 

critical to their long term survivalé.they have 

survived for millions of years without our 

intervention Now we need to use our skills to 

assist natureôs adaptation and evolution. 

Proper scientific research is necessary to 

give credibility, and the project allows me to 

use skills Iôm not able to use during the day. I 

like pushing the boundariesðbut that in itself 

can be frustrating and stressful.  Itôs really 

their message. Iôm just delivering it for them, 

but like many messengers, few are seldom 

listened to. I know Iôm driven, but Iôm incredi-

bly lucky to have Carol AKA the óBee Widowô 

who has so much common-sense, and gives 

me total loyalty and support. 

 

Q: What about the course?  

A: Itôs a duty to pass on all that intuition, 

while Iôm still young (ish)ðall those lessons 

learnt.  Itôs become so much more compli-

cated than when I began-itôs now fundamen-

tal to have education and knowledge. And 

itôs absolutely relevant for todayôs society, 

and the survival of the planet. I want to leave 

a little bit of a positive legacy-itôs our duty for 

the planet and future generations. 

 

Q:  What aspect of bee-keeping do you like 

best? 

A: Listening and watchingðand when there 

are massive honey flows. Listening to the 

earth hum and the song of the trees when 

the bees are busy doing their shopping! 

Their peace and tranquillity-their timeless-

ness and the completeness of that eternal 

moment. 

 

Q: What other interests do you have? 

A: Sorry??   Oh...other than the bees? 

Well ....Music..when I can, usually driving to 

the apiaries, and natureôs music; the sea 

from the window and listening to the sky-

larksé before commercial cropping destroys 

their reignéthe sound of the buzzard 

(thereôs a nest by every apiary I have). As-

tronomy too- but  when Patrick Moore once 

said you had to be good at Maths I decided a 

more down to earth interest like my bees 

would bee more rewarding! 

 

Q: Final word? 

A: Always treat the bees with sensitivity and 

respect... listen and watch them éand a big 

thank you to the Association for being pre-

pared to back me in the research project, I 

hope I can get a decent sized funding pot to 

take it forward. 

 

 

For Sale 
 

Beekeeping equipment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A long standing Beekeeper is giv-
ing up and has a large number of 
hives (nationals) and other bee-
keeping equipment available for 

sale, including an extractor. 
 

If you are interested, contact: 
 

Liz Bednarski 01736 850577 



 

Sighing, the world expert on European 

wasps steps back into the booth. Five min-

utes later he comes out again, clearly agi-

tated. ñI am the world expert on European 

wasps and the sounds they make and yet I 

recognise none of these. 
 

Iôm sorry Sir, said the young assistant , ñIôve 

just realised I was playing the Bee side.ò 

-- 

Reproduced from the Beeholder, courtesy of 

BEES 

 
Honey  better than cough syrups for a 
silent night 
 
Natural honey is more effective for childrenôs 

coughs than over the counter medicines, 

researchers say. Buckwheat honey before 

bedtime easily outperformed cough suppres-

sants in a US study. Honey did a better job 

of reducing the severity a frequency of night 

time coughs. It also improved sleep quality 

for children and their parents. 

 

Dextromethorphan (DM), the active ingredi-

ent in many cough mixtures sold in chemists 

and supermarkets had no significant impact 

on symptoms. Honey has been used in 

medicines for centuries, not only to treat 

coughs and bronchitis but also to assist in 

the healing of wounds. For coughs it is often 

mixed with lemon ginger or brandy. 

 

Ian Paul, who led the researchers from Penn 

State College of Medicine in Pennsylvania 

said ñWe hope medical professionals will 

consider the positive potential of honey as a 

treatment, given the lack of proven efficacy, 

expense and potential for adverse effects 

associated with DM.ò 

 

DM can cause severe involuntary muscle 

contractions and spasms and cases of teen-

agers using the drug to get ñhighò were com-

mon they said. 

 

Dr Paulôs team observed 105 children and 

teenagers with respiratory tract infections 

during a study over two nights. On the first 

night none of the participants was given any 

 

The world expert on European wasps 
 

Back in the sixties the world expert on Euro-

pean wasps and the sounds they make was 

walking down the local high street. As he 

passed a record shop a sign catches his eye. 

ñJust released - New LP - Wasps of the 

world and the sounds they make - available 

now.ò 
 

Unable to resist the temptation, the man 

goes into the shop. ñI am the world expert on 

European wasps and the sounds they make 

and Iôd very much like to listen to the new LP 

youôve got advertised in the window.ò 

ñCertainly Sir, says the young man behind 

the counter. ñ If youôd like to step into the 

booth and put on the headphones Iôll put on 

the record for you.ò 
 

The world expert on European wasps and 

the sounds they make goes into the booth 

and puts on the headphones. Ten minutes 

later he comes out and announces: ñ I am 

the world expert on European wasps and the 

sounds they make and yet I recognise none 

of these.ò ñIôm sorry sirò, says the assistant, ñ 

if youôd like to go back into the  booth I can 

let you listen for another ten minutes.ò The 

world expert on European wasps steps back 

into the booth. 
 

Ten minutes later the world expert on Euro-

pean wasps and the sounds they make 

comes out and shakes his head. ñI donôt 

understand itò, he says ñI am the world ex-

pert on European wasps and the sounds 

they make and yet I canôt recognise any of 

those.ò ñIôm terribly sorryò says the young 

assistant ñperhaps if youôd like to step into 

the booth again for another five minutes?ò 

treatment. On the second, they were divided 

into groups who received either honey, an 

artificial honey-flavoured DM medicine or 

nothing, half an hour before bedtime.  

 

Parents answered questions about their 

child's symptoms and sleep quality, as well 

as their own ability to sleep. They rated 

honey as significantly better for the relief of 

symptoms. The findings are reported today 

in the journal Archives of Paediatrics and 

Adolescent Medicine. 

 

The Food Standards Agency says that honey 

should not be fed to children under the age 

of 1 due to the risk of the bacteria Clostrid-

ium botulinum. 

-- 
Reproduced from the Scottish Beekeeper, as 
reported in The Times, courtesy of BEES. 

 
 
 

Airport Control 
 

Ten hives have been placed at the 
end of the runway at Saint Expery 

airport in Lyons to measure the level 
of pollution by hydrocarbons and 

heavy metals. The colonies will be 
analysed three times a year. 

 
Reproduced from the Apiarian, cour-

tesy of BEES 
Tim Batten 01209 860926 

 
 
 

West Cornwall Beekeepers Association 
For further information about member-
ship and events contact:  
 
WCBKA Secretary: Anne McQuade  
01326 373747 
An Hes Editor: Tim Batten 
01209 860926  trbatten@tiscali.co.uk 

 

Articles from other Associationsô newsletters 
are reproduced courtesy of BEES (Bee Edi-
tors Exchange Scheme) 

 

Apis-UK the FREE monthly beekeeping 
magazine direct to your computer. Sub-
scribe at beedata.com 

mailto:trbatten@tiscali.co.uk

